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The Faith Leaders of Color Coalition (flocc) is an interfaith Black &
Indigenous community dedicated to learning and supporting advocacy,
legislation, and litigation challenging the use of the American Death
Penalty system on a state and federal level.

The Faith Leaders of Color Coalition or (flocc) allows space for Black &
Indigenous faith leaders to build commmunity, ask questions, take action,
and collaborate with movement leaders working to end the death penalty
in America.

The Faith Leaders of Color Coalition (flocc) was born out of a collaborative
initiative when policy leaders, advocates, activists, lawyers, academics,
and faith leaders desired to extend access of policy and execution
information directly to Black & Indigenous pastors/clergy.

FLOCC honors the work, influence, and progress of BIock/Indigenous
pastors and faith leaders who were often on the frontlines of human rights
movements- challenging systems of segregation, violence, oppression,
and discrimination from the early 1600s to the early 1900s.

FLOCC is NOT;

a C4 organization

a Political Organization
a Church

a For Profit Organization
a Law Firm



System Disruption & the Church

Slave Rebellions

1600s-1800s

Anti-Lynching Campaigns and Protests

1600s-1900s

The Civil Rights Movement and the Jim Crow South

1900s-1970s

The War on the Black Church & War on Drugs

1980s-2000s

The Movement for Black Lives & The American
Capital Punishment System

2000s-2020s



flocc recommended reading

o sy CORMEL WEST
MARTIN LUTHER KING R

MEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER

The New Jim Crow

Mass Incarceration in the Agg- of Calerblindness

MICHELLE

WITH A NEW.FOR

LETHAL
INJECTION
|I|Iu‘ |'l'|'
FALSE PROMISE
of HUMANI

EXECUTION

AUSTIN SARAT

NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER

CHARGED

- — -
_—.

THE MEW HOVEHENT TO TRANSFORM AHERICAN
PROSECUTION AND END HASS INCARCERATION

THE PERSISTENCE OF RACI,

DISCRIMINATION IN
DEATH PENAETY

B NEw YORK TINES LB
\ BESTSELLER g

* Bryan
I Stevenson %

iy, bl e Asmeira’s Mismadedi™ e
Nachailis, Kabbad, Thi Mo vk T ’b

1 gk >
- WEETR LT

THE TRUTH asour e AMERICAN CHURCH'S
COMPLICITY w RACISM

= COLOR
COMPROMISE

JEMAR TISBY

g

 SHANE CLAIBORNE

AUTHOR OF THE IRRESISTIBLE REVGLUTION i

EXECUTING

ECUTING

3
3

“Compelling and thoughtful ... a mustread for people of faih ...
© essential for anyone serious about grace and mercy.” ;
—BRYAN STEVENSON, author of Just Mercy



flocc recommended reading
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partner recommended resources

EJUSA EVANGELICAL NETWORK

e Right Here, Right Now: Life Stories from America’s Death Row,
Question Guide for Churches

e Death Penalty Sundays - The EJUSA Evangelical Network has
developed packets of materials designed for churches interested
in hosting events, services, or speakers related to faithfully
reflecting on the death penalty. These can be for churches in any
state, but includes state-specific materials for Alabama and
Oklahoma.



https://drive.google.com/file/d/1n3OpXi0A6XiD0u7YeBBRUgtAlBMzROUy/view
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1jVPJ5N26DD9oSsvph9TZnYvAvYcrgz_eNCmZ1pI78WA/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1mfDjcTNNsFq76pUAVI0XkBN0Ld82LNWdtadI75NzJ70/edit

flocc circles

flocc state circles include 3 or more people
involved in flocc national who meet and make
decisions about anti-death penalty abolition
actions supporting state advocates working
on various bills, cases, and/or campaigns.

Tennessee

Nevada

South Carolina

Georgia




flocc partners

flocc state/national partners have
collaborated with flocc on state and federal
campaigns.

m Floridians for

Alternatives to cevand
FA“P the Death Penalty COALITION ‘
AGAINST THE
DEATH PENALTY
5 ’ , fu r"' (] . ] SOUTH CAROLINIANS
il VAR T ol R FOR ALTERNATIVES TO

THE DEATH PEMNALTY

(JOURNEY OF HOPEJ

wfrom violence to healing | e
Q&“NS Fop 4{ ' y

L)
o,
%
™
=

Georgians For Alternatives
to the Death Penalty

Conservatives
Concerned

About the

Death Penalty TLANTA

A
JEWISH COMMUNITY
RELATIONS COUNCIL

§Georgia

Interfaith Public Policy Center

OHIOANS TO
STOP EXECUTIONS

ﬂ&wM TEH;E;;E&NS

COUNC”'OJ‘CHURCHES FOR ALTERNATIVES
Edu C‘fﬁmp 10 THE DEATH PENALTY

CATHOLIC
MOBILIZING

EJUSA & — NETWORK

EQUAL* JUSTICE USA

Public Witness

AMNESTY | 55 From NloSE T0 NEED'E

THE RACIST HISTORY OF THE DEATH PENALTY
INTERNATIONAL



flocc's 8 problems with the
American Death Penalty System;

The death penalty is not a deterrent to violent crime - people often
offend unconscious of the death penalty as a punishment for their crimes.
Some states that still have the death penalty still have high violent crime
rates

The death penalty is arbitrarily applied to people because of their race,
the race of their victim, the skill of their attorney, their county, and/or their
economic status.

Since 1973, at least 190 people have been exonerated from death row in
the U.S., according to the Death Penalty Information Center (DPIC). A 2014
study estimated that at least 4% of those sentenced to death are
innocent.

Race plays an outsized role in capital cases in the South - some Black
people who were given death sentences were sentenced as a result of
prosecutorial misconduct and/or Jim Crow juries

The torturous execution methods and the cocktail of drugs used for
lethal injection are sometimes obtained illegally by states - Big Pharma
does not want to be associated with lethal injection, therefore Mom and
Pop pharmacies are often the suppliers, Methods violate the 8th
Amendment)

The death penalty contradicts the application of grace and mercy
in major religious denominations in America. Also, the death penalty
challenges moral “pro-life" arguments and redemption tenets.
States are still executing people with intellectual disabilities after
the ruling of Atkins v. Virginia where the Supreme Court, in a 6-3
decision, ruled that executions of intellectually disabled criminals
are "cruel and unusual punishments” prohibited by the Eighth
Amendment.

The Death Penalty is fiscally irresponsible- a 2022 study revealed
that Louisiana spent more than 7.7 million dollars to sustain its
death row, even though there hasn't been an execution in over 13
years. Fiscal responsibility remains a strong argument for how
states could apply these resources to better social/community
services.



Social Media Guide

Twitter & Facebook

#floccjustice #BlackClergyUnitedtoCommutetheRow

Join me and other black clergy in the fight to end the racist
#AmericanDeathPenaltySystem, go to floccjustice.org

Today, 57% of those under a federal death sentence are people of color, and
40% are Black. There are Black men under federal death sentences who were
convicted by all-white juries. Click Here to add your name as Black Clergy
United: https://forms.gle/xXpJMoWXthcxnPgJ8

If you have questions about the American Capital Punishment System, follow
@floccjustice

Instagram

There are Black men Urge President
under federal death Biden to
sentences who were commute the

convicted and
sentenced by all- Federal Death

white juries. Row.

click the link to learn click the link to learn
more. more

Black Clergy
united to clear
the Federal
Death Row.

click the link-to learn
more



https://forms.gle/xXpJMoWXthcxnPqJ8

flocc theory of change

Education & Community

Advocacy & Action

Direct Support & Sustainability

In order to influence and affect change toward ending the American
Death Penalty System on a state and federal level we believe that Black &
Indigenous clergy must be included in conversations, coalitions, decisions
and actions directly related to its end. We believe flocc circles will be the
catalyst to raising visibility on the abolition of the American Death
Penalty System.

flocc circles will directly and intentionally engage Black & Indigenous
clergy and communities through education, advocacy, and actions
related to ending the death penalty. flocc circles are led by 2-3 circle
leaders and sustained through remaining flocc partners. In order to build
a flocc circle, states must have 5-10 engaged partners. flocc circles
usually meet 1x a month or every other month. flocc national supports all
flocc circles.



flocc engagement
start-up activities

Townhall Meeting

Additional Organizing Support:

Find out who your state representatives are

Find out who your state senators are

Find out who your District Attorney is

Find out who your Attorney General is

Court Watch in your General Sessions and Criminal Courts
Become a Pen Pal with someone on death row



flocc leadership

Joia Erin Thornton
National Director

Joia is a Policy Strategist/Analyst, Writer, and Storyteller. She has a
unigue hometown experience growing up in Memphis, Tennessee,
and New Orleans, Louisiana; two cities that have wrestled with
class, race, economic, and overall systemic challenges. Joia
formed the Faith Leaders of Color Coalition (FLOCC) to honor the
work of Black & Indigenous faith leaders who have contributed to
civil/human rights movements throughout history. Joia uses the
framework of faith, race, and historical accounts from the
Southern diaspora to boldly confront America's relationship with
the death penalty system.

floccjustice.org
faithleaderofcolor@gmail.com
IG: @floccjustice
Twitter: @floccjustice
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